
 
Approved 9.9.21 

PB 7.8.21  1/2 

 
TOWN OF WENHAM 
Planning Board  
Meeting of July 8, 2021 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Planning Board was held on Thursday July 8, 2021 at 7pm. The Governor extended the suspension of 
certain provisions of the open meeting law that authorizes all members of a public body to continue participating in meetings remotely until April 1, 
2022 and this meeting took place via Zoom. The Chair announced this meeting was recorded and those present.  
 
The Planning Board oversees the Rules & Regulations governing the subdivision of land, site plan review, and special permits 
according to the Wenham Zoning By-Law and Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, §81. The Board consists of five elected 
members, with one member to be elected each year at the Annual Town Meeting: Virginia Rogers (2022); Dan Pasquarello 
(2023); Peter Clay (2024); David Anderson (2025); Ann Weeks (2026). 
Mr. Clay is the Planning Board representative to the Community Preservation Committee.  
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, and in the absence of the chair, Mr. Pasquarello called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm.   
Board members present: D. Pasquarello, Vice Chair; D. Anderson; P. Clay; V. Rogers. Not present: A. Weeks, Chair 
Also present: Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Officials present not participating: C. Harrison, Select Board; G. Cheeseman, Select Board. 
 
 
Administrative 
  
• Discuss Regulation Update 

Ø Memo to M. Hoffman from C. Wells, AICP, Senior Project Manager Update on Development Regulations for Climate 
Resiliency, dated July 2, 2021 

 
Ms. Hoffman reviewed that she last met with the Weston & Samson Senior Project Manager, Caroline Wells, on June 30 and 
referenced the meeting memo that summarized that work is progressing on the analysis and proposed amendments are being 
drafted to Wenham’s Development Regulations, including Zoning Bylaws, Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of 
Land, Stormwater Regulations, and General Bylaws as they pertain to development.  
The grant is geared towards climate resiliency, energy and environmental affairs, and all regulations are cohesive, with an eye 
towards climate adaptation.   
Mr. Pasquarello suggested the board members review the grant application and agreement.  
Weston and Samson will have a draft of each recommendation for the regulations that will be distributed for feedback. This is 
anticipated to be ready in mid-August.  
 
• Discuss Master Plan 

o Review potential Steering Committee members 
Ø Draft Steering Committee Charge & Vision  

 
Ms. Hoffman noted that the new Town Administrator, Ryan Ferrara started this week and that she intends to update him on the 
Master Plan next week.   
Ms. Hoffman proposed the Board members discuss the make-up of the Steering Committee including the number of members 
and the groups to be represented. She initiated the discussion and referenced a draft charge, vision, and suggested membership 
for the steering committee. It was mentioned that the Planning Board is not required to have a Master Plan Steering Committee. 
 
The Board members engaged in a lengthy discussion regarding the preferred number of members that would be the most 
beneficial and the skillset of the Steering Committee best suited to serve as an advisory to the Planning Board.  
The Board agreed the Steering Committee did not need representatives from all town boards/ committees but rather the 
Steering Committee would be made up of those with specific knowledge of how to bring the information together.  The 
Steering Committee would have access to updated board/committee plans and hear presentations from representatives of town 
boards/committees.   
 
The Board members had different opinions on the number of Steering Committee members ranging from seven to eleven and 
whether or not any Planning Board members should serve on the Committee.   
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In the absence of the chair, Mr. Pasquarello suggested the Board defer action until a full board is present.  
 
 
With two members of the community interested in serving on the Steering Committee present, Mr. Pasquarello opened the 
meeting for public comment.  
 
Sue Petrolia spoke on her interest to help the town move towards a more sustainable long-term viability to also be in line with 
the state energy and environment goals. 
 
Rick Woodland spoke on the importance of community engagement and referenced his time on the Housing Development 
Plan. He commented that the Master Plan is a vital roadmap forward for Wenham going forward as the town deals with a lot of 
issues and the importance to keep the Master Plan in the front and going forward mapping priorities with possibilities.  
 
Ms. Hoffman will prepare a draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the Board’s consideration at the next meeting and committed 
to sending the draft to the Board by July 22.  
The Board will also discuss hiring the consultant prior to forming the Steering Committee at the next meeting. 
 
• Next meeting August 12 
 
• Meeting Minutes – June 10, 2021   open/executive session 
It was noted that the executive session minutes were reviewed by Attorney Robin Stein, Town Counsel.  
 
Vote: The Board members voted unanimously by roll call to approve the open session meeting minutes of June 10, 2021 as edited.  
 
Vote: The Board members voted 3-0-1 by roll call to approve but hold, not for release, the executive session meeting minutes of June 10, 
2021.   Mr. Pasquarello abstained from voting. 
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
There was no update for the property in Beverly off Boulder Lane. An application for a Host Community Agreement was 
submitted to the City of Beverly by the property owner for a cultivation facility.  No other plans have been submitted to the City 
of Beverly. 
 
• Adjournment - The Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 8:08 pm and reconvene on Thursday August 12, 2021 at 7 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By 
Catherine Tinsley 
7.12.21 
 
 
 
 


